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1 THE ISSUE

The report invites the Council to appoint the Independent Persons as required by the 
Localism Act 2011.

2 RECOMMENDATION

The Council is asked to approve the appointment of the Independent Person and the 
Deputy Independent Person.

3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCE, PROPERTY, PEOPLE)

There are none arising directly from this report.

4 STATUTORY CONSIDERATIONS AND BASIS FOR PROPOSAL

4.1 Under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011, Councils are required to appoint 
at least one independent person who can assist when considering complaints 
against Councillors. Council is required to approve such appointments by 
majority vote.

4.2 The role is complementary to but distinct from the role of independent co-opted 
members of the Standards Committee. These co-opted members participate fully 



in the deliberations of the Committee, both on complaints cases and policy and 
procedural matters. The Independent Person’s role is to be a source of advice to 
the Committee; members against whom complaints are made and the Monitoring 
Officer in the effective operation of the Standards regime.

4.3 As required by law, the position of Independent Person has been advertised and 
a number of applications were received and considered. Council is 
recommended to appoint Tony Drew as the Independent Person, and Paul Ryan 
as the Deputy Independent Person.  Brief biographical details provide by them 
are set out in the following paragraphs:

4.4 Tony Drew: Tony is an experienced complaints professional who is currently a 
consultant adjudicator with the Higher Education ombudsman, and an NHS 
Serious Incident Investigator. He was previously an investigator with Standards 
for England, and was a member of the Mental Health Act Commission for 11 
years. Tony is a committee member of a local disability charity, and a local faith 
group.

4.5 Paul Ryan: I was born in Tipperary, in the Republic of Ireland and moved to the 
UK in 2005 to study Physical Education and Sport Coaching Science at the 
University of Worcester. I am very fortunate to be able to combine my career with 
one of my passions - sport. In 2009 I was offered a job at a sixth form college in 
Bristol and moved to the BANES area in 2012. I live with my wife and little boy in 
Midsomer Norton.

5 RATIONALE

The Council is required by law to appoint at least one Independent Person.

6 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

This is a statutory requirement.

7 CONSULTATION

The Council's Chief Executive, Monitoring Officer (Divisional Director – Legal and 
Democratic Services) and Section 151 Officer (Divisional Director - Finance) have 
had the opportunity to input to this report and have cleared it for publication.

8 RISK MANAGEMENT

No risk assessment related to the issue and recommendations has been undertaken 
as the requirement to appoint an Independent Person is a statutory duty.

Contact person Maria Lucas, Head of Legal and Democratic Services (Ext 5171)
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